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Sample answers

Topic 1

My favorite place to visit is my grandparent’s home because I can fully relax when I am there.
First, I am really able to relax when I am with my grandparents. For example, my grandmother is
a great cook, and she always teaches me new recipes when I visit. Also, my grandfather is very
funny. He tells interesting stories, so I love listening to him and learning about my grandparents’
lives. I am able to forget my worries when I eat my grandmother’s food and talk with my
grandfather. Second, my grandparents’ home is very peaceful. It is located in the country side, and
it is surrounded by beautiful nature, such as mountains, trees, and small streams. I love how quiet
it 1s, and I always sleep very well at their home. Recently, I have been very busy studying, so I am

looking forward to spending a relaxing time at my grandparents’ house soon. (154 words)

Topic 2

One thing I have done to improve myself is to work on my homework and other things a little
every day. For example, when I was in middle school, I would always study the day before a test.
Sometimes my scores were low, but mostly I did 0.k. in middle school. In my first year of high school,
however, this became a big problem. My grades were very bad during my first year. At this time, I
learned that I cannot just study the day before a test, so I made the habit to study a little every
day. Although it is hard sometimes, I have continued to do this, and my grades have improved. (115

words)

Comments

First, many of the paragraphs were well written and contained many original, thoughtful
ideas, which we were very happy to see. One area where students can work to improve their writing
is to practice developing a few strong points instead of writing a list of many different ideas. In the
first paragraph, you can see that the writer’s favorite place to visit is their grandparents’ house
because they can relax. The author gives to main reasons for this: 1) “I am really able to relax when
I am with my grandparents”, and 2) “My grandparents’ home is very peaceful”. The author then
gives specific reasons and examples to support these two main ideas. This is more effective than
many different reasons and examples.

Test takers should also be careful when reading the writing prompts. The first topic asks you
to write about “your favorite place to visit,” but a number of test takers wrote about where they
want to visit in the future. Additionally, some wrote about multiple different places. Similarly, for
the second prompt, a number of students wrote about something they want to do to improve
themselves in the future, rather than something they have already done in the past. When

answering the essay questions, be sure that your paragraph addresses the writing prompt.



