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! Shared Reading is a teaching approach generally used in a whole class group where all students are
able to see the same text. It is used to enable students to read and enjoy books that they may not be able
to read independently, and to introduce and reinforce literacy skills and strategies before students are
expected to apply them in guided or independent reading.
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World Book Day is putting more books than ever into its campaign to provide every child and young person
in the country with a book of their own. This year they have introduced a range of new initiatives that will

help to get books directly int the hands of children who normally cannot access to them. [ World book Day
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@ These include Dundee, Bradford, Swindon and Manchester, all areas where the National Literacy Trust
works to bring together local businesses, health, education and cultural organizations to help tackle literacy
challenges in the community.
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Having the chance to be inspired by a range of authors and illustrators will have an enormous impact on
how the children in the audience view books and reading.
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© Through its newly rebranded Share a Story Live tour, World Book Day will bring authors and illustrators
to communities across the UK where low levels of literacy are seriously impacting people’s lives.
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Topic One: Please describe the personality of an important person you know well.

[comment]
Many people slightly mis-interpreted the question to mean “somebody important to you” and they almost



invariably chose their mother. The question was really focused on describing the personality and
achievements of someone, and the better arguments focused on a famous person who had overcome
difficulties, thus offering juxtaposition between hardship and achievements. Many people also tried to add
comments about LGBT and their acceptance of LGBT into their paragraph, although this was not necessary
and was often not linked to their original paragraph.

An example paragraph is offered below:

[model answer]

I would like to introduce Greta Thunberg, the environmental activist. I admire Greta for her stance on
protecting the environment and fighting global heating. Her greatest achievement is forcing many people to
realize they must fight hard to fix this global issue. In addition, Greta has been diagnosed with Asperger
syndrome and has shown many people that her syndrome is not a handicap to achieving great things. Greta
also stands up to bullies, including the former President of the USA, Donald Trump. Her achievements and

strong personality make me admire her a lot.

Topic Two: Except for stopping infections, describe the advantage or disadvantages of online lessons.

[comment]

This question was easier to understand with most people writing coherent arguments. One problem was that
some people chose to write about disadvantages AND advantages, whereas the question was designed to
build a single position from multiple arguments, which requires a greater level of critical thinking. Example

of disadvantage and advantage paragraphs are given below:

[model answer]

Advantages:

I prefer to take online lessons for the following three reasons. First, I can save a lot of time by not traveling
to classes early in the morning; therefore, I get more sleep and feel refreshed every day. Second, I can study
at my own speed. Many classes now have on-demand videos, so I can watch complicated lessons many times
to help me understand. Third, when lessons are “on demand” I don’t have to worry about timetable clashes
so I can choose lessons I want to study without having to worry about missing other classes. For these reasons,

I think online lessons are a good idea.

Disadvantages.

While online lessons can help me stay safe, I would prefer to take face-to-face classes; I have three reasons.
First, I want to have opportunities to make friends, in online lessons, there is no chance to do this. Second, 1
want the teacher to check my work when I have difficulties, I think that on a small computer screen there are
few opportunities to do this. Third, I need motivation, and the teacher can motivate me by telling me “good
job” or “you must do this by Friday”. If I am not in the classroom with the teacher, I don’t feel these

motivational comments. As such, I think face-to-face lessons are better for me.



