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Comments about the Entrance exam essay question

The general standard of comprehensible English composition was high. There were
very few essays with grammar or vocabulary issues that made them difficult to read.
Most of the essays made an effort to include an introduction, two or three
paragraphs, and a conclusion. A few areas that could be improved are: a response
to the nuance of the question. The nuance in the question was ALL or just SOME.
Very few writers noticed or responded to this issue. Secondly, there was a lack
of real critical thinking skills that showed a depth of thought or understanding of
the texts. Because of this, few students were able to give original or non-standard
answers to the question. The majority of writers argued for English to help tourists,
and English for job hunting, but were unable to critically discuss any other issues.
This meant writers were struggling for a third idea to complete their essays.



A sample essay

The articles question whether it is necessary for ALL students to continue
their English studies at university in Japan. | have three reasons why | believe this is
not necessary.

Firstly, we could argue that English is necessary for work. However, as the
writer points out, there are few opportunities in Japan for jobs that require English.
| am from Beppu. We have many customers from neighboring China, Korea, and other
Asian countries. | would therefore suggest that specializing in other foreign
languages may be just as useful for some students when it comes to job hunting.

Additionally, the article suggests that English is useful for traveling. However,
we cannot be sure that local people in our destination speak English. We may derive
as much pleasure from speaking a small amount of the local language, rather than
hoping that everyone knows some English. Recently | went to Thailand and | think
the taxi drivers and shop keepers really appreciated it when | tried communicate with
them in Thai.

Finally, in my opinion there is a problem of motivation. Not ALL students love
English. Having demotivated students in my English class spoils my English practice.
| would much rather take an English class with only a few English Majors, rather than
lots of non-motivated classmates.

In conclusion, to serve the job market, to further relations with hosts when
traveling, and to improve motivation in classes not ALL students need study English.
240 words



